THE CRUCIBLE

A Summary

 On the way to Putnam’s house Giles Corey complains to Mr Hale that his wife is reading strange books. While she is reading his prayers are blocked but when she stops he can pray. Hale says they will look into the matter.
 At the Putnam’s house Hale examines Ruth and later he goes and examines Betty. 
 He asks if their has been no sign or any event that could have caused this.
 Parris then confesses that the girls were dancing in the woods.
 Parris also says that he saw a pot boyling.
 When Hale asked if something was in the pot Abigail says that it jumped in.
 Hale then confronts all the girls and urges them to tell him who were leading the dances because the little girls may die.
 All the girls point at Abigail.
 To protect herself Abigail accuses Tituba.
 Goody Putnam is glad about the accussation because she knows Tituba can communicate with the dead.
 Abigail accuses Tituba of visiting her in her dreams and making her do things like laugh at prayer and undressing herself.
 Parris says he will beat the truth out of Tituba and starts beating her.
 Mr Putnam throws a hanging noose around a tree so Tituba knows she is in danger.
 Tituba confesses in order to save her life.
 Hale leads her to become a Christian again.
 Tituba realizes it is not enough just to confess, the people want her to name the names of other people who are involved in witchcraft.
 Goody Putnam keeps on asking if it is not Goody Osborne and Goody Good because they were midwifes to her when some of her babies died.
 Rev Hale promises Tituba that he will protect her and that she will become and instrument of God to point out the evil people in town.
 Tituba, realizing she will save her life, confesses that she saw Goody Osborne and Goody Good.
 Abigail also realizes she will be protected if she does what Tituba does and accuses people.
 The rest of the girls realize they will be protected and all of them accuse people.
 Three judges arrive and they have the trial of Sarah Good and Goody Osborne. 
 Sarah Good is a beggar but she realizes that if she confess she will stay in jail for a while where she will be fed and then be released again. She will lose nothing if she confesses.
 Sarah Osborne is not clever enough to know this and denies everyting. She urges the children to stop their nonsense and they pretend that she does something to them. Sarah Osborne is not clever enough to know the ten commandments and is condemned for not knowing them.
 John Proctor feels that Elizabeth has not forgiven him for his adultery.
 Elizabeth says John is his own judge and he cannot forgive himself.
 
 Many people are accused for silly things.
 Ruth Putman accuses Mr Josephs of visiting her at night.
 Mr Josephs is their neighbour and owns 600 acres. If he is found guilty Putnam can buy his land for next to nothing.
 Martha Corey laughs at this ridiculous accusation and leaves the court. Rebecca Nurse and her husband also leaves because they think the procedings are insincere.
 Mary Warren, who works for the Proctors, returns from court.
 Mary Warren gives Elizabeth a little poppet.
  Mary Warren tells them the news from the court, of all the people that has been accused. 
 Mary Warren says that Abigail mentioned Elizabeth’s name but that she Mary, denied it.
 John Proctor goes to meet Abigail in secret.
 He tells Abigail that she must confess her wrongdoings to save her life.
 Abigail tells John that she now has the power to cleanse the town and she will not give that power up.
 She says she is God’s finger. It is clear that she is enjoying all the power and fear she inspires in the people.
 John Proctor warns Abigail that if Elizabeth is condemned it will be the end of Abigail.
 One of the judges begin to doubt their proceedings because all the testimonies and evidence come from small children.
 The other judge says it must be so because the Bible says the truth will come from the mouths of babes.
 Hale arrives at Proctor’s house to see for himself if Elizabeth is a witch.
 Proctor accuses John of not attending church regularly.
 John said he will not go to church because Parris is the first reverend who demanded the deeds for his house and there was always pewter candlesticks on the altar and Rev. Parris did not rest until he had golden candlesticks. Proctor says seeing those candlesticks that were bought with his hard worked for money blocks his prayers. 
 Hale also accuses Proctor that his last son was not baptized.
 Proctor says he will not allow Parris to touch his son because Parris is not a proper minister.
 Hale asks Proctor to say his ten commandments.
 Proctor only remembers nine and he ironically forgets the one that he has broken, and that is that you may not commit adultery.
 When Hale leaves John Proctor says that he has proof that Abigail is lying.
 He tells Hale that Abigail told him that Parris caught the children dancing in the woods and that made them ill with fear.
 Hale then said that this could not be true because so many people confessed.
 Proctor then said the people confessed because they knew they would hang if they did not confess.
 Proctor then tells John Hale that there is no withches in Salem but only vengeance.
 Proctor wants to know if all the accusers are suddenly holy, he says they are just a bunch of children dangling the keys of heaven.
 Cheever arrives with a court order to arrest Elizabeth after Martha Corey and Rebecca Nurse has also been arrested.
 They say Elizabeth is a witch because Abigail said Elizabeth’s spirit came and pushed a needle into her stomach. Abby told them they would find the doll in her house.
 John Proctor calls Mary Warren down to tell them where the poppet came from.
 Mary Warren says she made it in court and that they could ask Abigail because she saw her make it. Mary also says it is her needle that is in the doll.
 They arrest Elizabeth.
 John Proctor says he will fall on the court like an ocean, he will come and fetch Elizabeth.
 John Proctor then orders Mary to come with him to court to confess everything.
 Mary Warren is afraid to go against Abigail but she goes anyway.
 Martha Corey is convicted because she predicted someone’s pigs would die. Martha says it is common sense the if you don’t feed pigs that they would die.
 Martha Corey also says she does not even know what a witch is.
 The Judges say that if Martha does not know what a witch is, how does she know she is not one.
 John Proctor arrives with Francis Nurse and Giles Corey to say the girls are fraud.
 Giles Corey also says he never meant to accuse his wife of anything when he mentioned the books she read. His wife is good.
 
 Parris is against the confession of Mary Warren, because if the trials stop then he won’t be in charge anymore and he won’t be able to clean the town from people who has been against him.
 The Judge asks John Proctor if he is there to save his wife or to overthrow the court, because his wife said she was pregnant and would remain in jail for a year. She is therefore safe for a year.
 John Proctor says he wants to continue because of his friends who also have wifes in jail.
 Francis Nurse says he has a petition signed by 99 people all against the court proceedings in Salem.
 Judge Danforth orders that the 99 people be all arrested.
 The judge says the people must be either with the court or against it.
 Giles Corey then says he heard from a reliable source that Putnam was accusing his neigbours so that he could buy their land.
 Putnam is brought before the judges and he denies everything.
 Giles Corey is asked in front of the court to reveal his source but he refuses. He is to be kept in jail until he gives the name.
 In the meantime all the girls go to Mary Warren and she runs away because they frighten her.
 Rev Hale argues with Judge Danforth that none of the crimes were really proved.
 Judge Danforth says witchcraft is an inivisible crime therefore you can only rely on the testimonies of the victims.
 Proctor now says the children lie and that Mary Warren signed an oath that they never saw any spirits.
 The children are called.
 Judge Danforth tells them the the Bible condemns all liers and they must confess. The children say they are telling the truth.
 Judge Hathorne then asks Mary to faint because she always fainted in court. If she pretended it she has to pretend it now.
 Mary Warren is unable to faint.
 When Proctor sees that nobody is going to believe Mary he screams out “hoar!”, and accuses Abigail of being one.
 Judge Danforth is very shocked and wants to know how he knows this.
 Proctor confesses to sleeping with Abigail. 
 Proctor tells the judge that it is the truth because no good man would throw away his name like this.
 John Proctor says that this whole affair is Abigail’s revenge and that she means to dance with Proctor on his wife’s grave.
 Judge Danforth asks Proctor if his wife knows about this and if  Proctor is sure his wife has never ever told a lie. Proctor says he is sure.
 Abigail says she will not listen to such nonsense and wants to leave but the judge keeps her there.
 Judge Danforth fetches Elizabeth. John and Abbigail stands with their backs turned to her.
 The judge orders everybody to be quiet and nobody may move.
 Judge Danforth asks Elizabeth if John is guilty of the crime of lechery, if John Proctor is and adulterer.
 The way the judge asks it make it sound as if John will be executed if he is found guilty and therefore Elizabeth says no.
 John turns around and tells Elizabeth that he has confessed.
 Elizabeth realizes she has just made a big mistake.
 John Hale begins to tell the judge that he believes John Proctor and that no woman would give an honest answer in the situation that Elizabeth was placed in. 
 Abigail wants to stop John Hale from changing the judge’s mind and pretends to see the spirit of Mary Warren in the air. When Mary says something the children repeat it.
 They all forget about John Proctor and his accusations because Mary is now the accused.
 The girls run out of the church into a small dam.
 Mary Warren realizes if she does not go back to the girls she will be executed.
 Mary Warren turns on John Proctor and returns to the girls.
 John Proctor screams the they are all pulling heaven down and raising up a hoar.
 Hale still tries to defend Proctor.
 When they ask Proctor to confess his allegiance with the devil, Proctor says God is dead. (Not because God is really dead but because the people in town do not behave like real Christians. They accuse everybody and there is no forgiveness and no prove of anything. They do what men would do and not what God would have done.)
 When John Hale hears this he quits the court. He says he will have nothing more to do with it.
 The next day all the accused witches are excommunicated (banned from the church) and the hangings begin.
 They torture Giles Corey to give the name of his source but Corey prefers to die.
 If Reverend Parris was a loving pastor of his congregation he would have tried to save the members of his congregation, but now he is glad that they are hanging.
 John Hale leaves Salem but gives Abigail a look which says I know you are false.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next day Abigail goes to the judges and accuses the Reverend Hale’s wife of witchcraft.
